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its suburbs, among whom are many religious leaders of 
national reputation : 

" We, the undersigned, clergymen of New York City, 
voicing, as we believe, the sentiments of many thousands 
of American citizens, earnestly protest against the ex- 
travagant demand for an addition of over $60,000,000 in 
the form of four new battleships, cruisers, etc., to the 
naval budget of last year, inasmuch as no danger threatens 
the country not known last April when President Roose- 
velt told the world : ' We are no longer enlarging our 
navy. We are simply keeping up its strength. The 
addition of one battleship a year barely enables us to 
make good the units which become obsolete.' 

"Sixty-five per cent, of the national income is now 
expended on war past and present. The increase of our 
naval budget has recently been used in the French 
Assembly as a reason for increasing its own ; is largely 
responsible for the increase of armaments among Asiatic 
nations ; and is well-nigh certain to retard that reduction 
in the armaments of the world for which we have so 
long been waiting. 

" The growing discontent throughout the world at the 
appalling increase of waste of national resources must be 
heeded. We feel that this protest is the more necessary 
inasmuch as there are various new and effective methodi 
now available for promoting international friendship and 
rationally settling difficulties, which these new demands 
seem to ignore." 

Similar remonstrances have been forwarded from 
Providence, Fall River, Columbus (Ohio), Minneapolis, 
Baltimore, Indianapolis and other cities. A business 
men's remonstrance has likewise been gotten up in 
Boston and numerously signed, among the signers being 
the heads of several prominent business houses. The 
remonstrance reads as follows : 

" We, business men of the city of Boston and vicinity, 
sympathizing with the endeavors made by our represen- 
tatives at the last Hague Conference to reach an inter- 
national agreement for the limitation of armaments, and 
believing that the United States should take the lead in 
this movement by example as well as by argument, 
earnestly remonstrate against the further increase of the 
navy. We deprecate the display of physical force as a 
misrepresentation of the best sentiments of our people, 
and as likely to lessen the influence of the United States 
in its mission of peace and goodwill among all nations. 
In the name of the great common interests of commerce, 
in the name of the millions of our citizens who already 
bear the burden of needless taxation, and on whom the 
burden of any increase of armaments will chiefly fall, in 
the name of the other nations who are looking to the 
United States for moral support in the policy of inter- 
national friendliness and trust, we protest against the 
building of the proposed four new battleships as an 
uncalled-for and backward measure." 

Among the agricultural population also the growing 
disaffection with the enormous and ever-mounting expen- 
ditures for military and naval purposes is beginning to 
voice itself in the most unambiguous way. At its meeting 



last month at Wilmington, Ohio, the Clinton County Farm- 
ers' Institute, in the most successful and important session 
ever held by the organization, voted unanimously its dis- 
approval of the " vast and useless expenditure of money 
by the national government for increasing the navy." 

These various remonstrances are representative of 
a large and growing body of public opinion in all the 
States. It is not confined to clergymen and educators, 
who are sometimes supposed to be better informed than 
others. It is strong in business, industrial and agri- 
cultural circles. If there were any means of gathering 
it and massing it as a whole, its bulk and power would, 
we are convinced, furnish a great surprise. There is 
little doubt that a considerable majority of the people 
nearly everywhere are of this way of thinking. But 
many of them are modest and silent, and their views 
never get beyond the home or the local circle, while the 
advocates of a big, " dictating " navy, at even the most 
unheard of cost, are loud and aggressive, and they keep 
up a constant lobby at Washington. 

The time has come now for the sober, peace-loving 
people to speak, every man of them, every group of them, 
clerical, commercial, industrial, agricultural, educational. 
Let remonstrances against the " vast and useless expen- 
diture of money " for naval increase be sent up to Con- 
gress by hundreds and thousands from every city and 
community in the nation. Our Congressmen who have 
to deal with the subject in a practical way like to know 
what their constituents are thinking. 



Contributions Solicited. 

Last year when we asked for an increase of income of 
$5,000 for new work, for an assistant secretaryship, press 
bureau, etc., the response of our friends was most generous 
and within a few dollars of the whole amount was quickly 
sent in. The new work then contemplated has all been 
put into successful operation. In order to continue these 
lines of work, and to meet the ever-increasing demands 
upon us from every part of the nation, we are compelled 
again to appeal to the generosity of our friends. We 
need even more than five thousand dollars extra this year. 
The next seven years, in which preparation for the third 
Hague Conference is to be made, will be in many respects 
the most important period in the history of the peace 
movement. Public opinion must be won to the cause as 
never before ; what the recent Hague Conference did not 
do, must be made certain at the next one. To this end, 
the society hopes at once to establish new branches and 
agencies in different parts of the land, and to create a 
Field Department in charge of a competent secretary, 
for the extension and strengthening of the work. Some 
seventy contributors sent us special gifts last year. 
Double that number we hope will respond this year. 
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Most of the contributions received have been in sums of 
five, ten and twenty dollars, though not a few were in 
sums of one, two and three dollars. Only a few have 
been in amounts of one hundred dollars and more. 
Gifts of any amount will be most gratefully received. 
We ask all our friends to consider very seriously what 
their individual duty and privilege may be, at this most 
important juncture, towards this greatest movement now 
before the world. All checks or money-orders should be 
drawn to the order of the American Peace Society. 



Editorial Notes. 



At the meeting of the Commission of 
PeacTcongress. tne International Peace Bureau at Berne, 
on February 3, the date of the seventeenth 
International Peace Congress at London was fixed for 
the week beginning July 27 and ending August 1. The 
prominent subjects which figure in the program an- 
nounced are : Report of the Peace Bureau on the Events 
of the Year; Questions Relating to the Second and Third 
Hague Conferences — Neutrality, Obligatory Arbitration, 
the Organization of the Hague Conference, etc.; the 
Organization of International Life, Politically, Economic- 
ally and Intellectually; the Limitation of Armaments; 
International Instruction ; Propaganda, in the Universi- 
ties, the Religious Bodies, the Labor Organizations; a 
Fund for International Peace Work, etc. The Commis- 
sion added to the nucleus of a committee appointed at 
Munich for the study of the question of limitation of 
armaments, G. H. Perris of London, Dr. A. Gobat of 
Berne, Mr. Emile Arnaud of Luzarches (France), Dr. E. 
Giretti of Italy, and Dr. 0. Umfrid of Stuttgart, Germany. 
The members of the Commission appointed at Munich 
were Fredrik Bajer of Copenhagen, A. H. Fried of Ber- 
lin, J. F. Green of London, Edwin D. Mead of Boston, 
Gaston Moch of Monaco, E. T. Moneta of Milan, and 
J. Novicow of Odessa. The Commission decided to 
have three new committees added to those which have 
heretofore had charge of preparing the business of the 
Peace Congress. If this project is adopted by the Con- 
gress, there will hereafter be six committees, namely, on 
Current Questions, International Law, Propaganda, Dis- 
armament, Education, and Labor Questions. 



Armaments' 
Race Afresh. 



The Nation (London), speaking of the 
fresh outbreak of rivalry in the building of 
battleships, says : 

"But there is a second reason for regretting the 
government's decision to maintain and increase the 
navy estimates, a decision whose fruit will assuredly be 
seen next year in a heavy advance. It brings us per- 
ceptibly nearer a conflict with Germany. It is not 
enough to suggest, as the king's speech suggests, that 



the political relationship of the two countries is much 
improved. That is true, but the fact remains that when 
the late government entered on ' Dreadnaught ' build- 
ing, it opened the race of armaments afresh. The 
German revised shipbuilding program was an answer to 
that reopening and to the French imitation of it. It 
grew out of the senseless policy of building a fleet so 
large and powerful that it almost dominated the world. 
But for that prepossession we might have paused when 
we had a fleet so strong that the German admirals would 
not have ventured to put to sea against it. But we were 
not satisfied with that superiority. We must needs go 
on from strength to strength. 

"Now the failure of the Hague Conference — for 
failure it is — and our insistence on the right of captur- 
ing commercial ships in time of war, further accentuate 
the veiled and polite but real rivalry of the two nations, 
and will almost certainly involve a prolonged contest in 
the building of marine monsters even more powerful 
than the 'Dreadnaught.' Germany must bear her 
full share of responsibility for this serious confrontation, 
and we entirely repudiate Admiral von Tirpitz's sugges- 
tion, during the debate on the naval estimates in the 
Reichstag, that any English journal approves her new 
naval program. He may say, as we say, that it repre- 
sents a work of defense, not of defiance. All statesmen 
use this language about their national armaments. But 
it is the acts, not the words, of diplomatists that count, 
and here are these two countries committed to a long 
strain on their finances, for ends which are mutually 
provocative, and yet lack a single ground of policy or 
interest to excuse resort to them. It will be a grave 
reflection on the moral strength of a liberal government 
if it suffers final defeat on this question of armaments, 
and, while our naval security is as absolute as Sir John 
Fisher declared it to be a few months ago, allows its 
experts to master it without any resort to diplomatic 
methods. The contest in shipbuilding might go on 
without peril of war if one could be sure that peaceful 
and sensible statesmen would always be at the head of 
affairs in England and Germany. But we have no such 
guarantee; and Herr Bebel was well-advised to warn 
Germany and Europe that it might suffer a sudden and 
bloody interruption." 



Various distinguished public men have 
with Japan. within the past month expressed them- 
selves on the question whether or not there 
is likelihood of war between Japan and the United 
States. Secretary Taft, Hon. Joseph H. Choate and 
others have spoken positively and hopefully from the 
American point of view, but the feeling in Japan is just 
as sure and optimistic as our own. 

This fact was lately confirmed by an interview with 
Prof. Sakuyei Takahashi of the Imperial University of 
Tokio, a distinguished authority on international law, 
and a reliable observer of the times. Professor Taka- 
hashi is traveling around the world to study interna- 
tional conditions and acquire knowledge that may help 
in preventing future international misunderstandings. 



